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• ~90% of population on the 
west + south coast 

• Bipolarization around 
Lisbon and Porto urban 
areas

• Prevalence of a dispersion-
based urbanisation process 
(suburbanisation)

CURRENT URBAN & 
TRANSPORT SYSTEM
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Source: Pereira, Alfredo e Pereira, Rui (2017) Is All Infrastructure Investment Created Equal? The Case of Portugal. MPRA Paper No. 77369.
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Source: Pereira, Alfredo e Pereira, Rui (2017) Is All Infrastructure Investment Created Equal? The Case of Portugal. MPRA Paper No. 77369.
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What is TiTuSS about?

• TiTuSS studies the relationship between transport and urban spatial
structure and how it can be better managed to enhance regional and
national economic performance together with more sustainable and
inclusive growth. Duration: 3 years (Oct 2018 – Sep 2021)

• It will provide evidence on: 

1. The effects of transport improvements on the urban spatial structure,
namely the location patterns of the population and economic activities

2. The relationship between productivity and urban agglomeration
resulting from improvements to the transport networks

3. The relationship between transport improvements and territorial
cohesion, including the impacts on the environment
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TiTuSS’ research questions:

1. To what extent has the expansion of the road network since 1981
(pre-adhesion to EU) altered patterns of urban spatial structure?

2. How much has it contributed to patterns of suburbanisation and
dispersion of economic activity?

3. What is the magnitude of transport-induced urban agglomeration
externalities and how has it changed over time?

4. To what extent have the improvements in regional/local accessibility
resulting from better transport networks contributed to greater
territorial cohesion?
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Objectives & Workplan

1981 1991           2001 2011          2021

Build GIS-based transport network from 80s till 2017

Measure changes in accessibility, urban form, spatial 

structure

Estimate wider economic impacts of urban agglomeration

Measure impacts on regional SEP convergence

Measure effect on travel, road transport emissions
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https://rem.rc.iseg.ulisboa.pt/prj/tituss/

Thank you


